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explore above and beyond what was previously imaginable
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MORE TO THE STORY

The most effective one-stop way to 
compile an itinerary in Japan using small
accommodation with heritage and design
credentials is to book a circuit with The
Ryokan Collection, which has inns and 
boutique hotels on its 32-strong list, 
including Sowaka and four other Kyoto
properties. Shinsen (pictured) is set in 
gardens beside Mt Aso on the 
southernmost island of Kyushu and 
features nine guestrooms and a 
restaurant serving seasonal kaiseki 
cuisine. The Ryokan Collection website
also includes information on cultural 
protocols such as bathing rituals and the
proper wearing of yukata gowns.
■ ryokancollection.com

Sowaka 
ryokan, main;  
guestroom with 
a garden 
outlook, above; 
lounge at the 
property, above 
right; Oubai-in 
garden at 
Daitoku-ji 
temple 
complex, 
below far 
left; Camellia 
Garden 
teahouse, 
below left 

nese samurai armour and traditions in Kyoto.
“That is taking him a lot longer.”

There are still possibilities in Kyoto to
avoid the crowds at the hit-list temples, such
as the gold and silver showpieces, Kinkaku-ji
and Gingaku-ji. Just opt for smaller and
slightly more remote sites with raked pebble
gardens and glades of whispering bamboo. At
the 16th-century Oubai-in hermitage and
garden, within the broader Daitoku-ji temple
complex, the maples are still ablaze in De-
cember, in such a flamboyance of red and or-
ange as to seem artificial. At Shoden-ji, up in
northern hills, I am the only visitor and the
monk, nodding off at his ticket counter, is sur-
prised to see me. Soon three elderly ladies in
velvet hats arrive with sketchbooks and
painting kits plus thermoses of green tea.
They unpack and start ink-wash drawings of
Shoden-ji’s sacred azaleas. For one crazy mo-
ment in a city of close to 1.5 million residents
and one of the world’s most celebrated
centres of culture, the only sounds are of
swishing sumi-e horsehair brushes and the
light sweeping of the keeper-monk, removing
fallen leaves one by one with a small
straw broom.

In bed that night at Sowaka, all is pin-drop
quiet and the sweet smell of fresh tatami is
almost soporific. At breakfast, a hipster dude
who speaks several languages will whoosh me
up a perfect cafe latte at La Bombance. Old
meets new in Kyoto and rubs along just fine.

Susan Kurosawa was a guest of The Ryokan
Collection, Kyoto City Tourism and Scoot.

seum wing is an extraordinary assemblage of
centuries-old Noh theatre robes woven with
kara-ori patterns in a relief style that looks
like embroidery. 

Then the afternoon ends at Camellia Gar-
den teahouse where owner Atsuko Mori per-
forms the cha-no-yu ceremony in a
weathered century-old house within steps of
the Zen gardens of Ryoan-ji temple. The per-
formance, for it is indeed theatrical, makes
me breathe deeply and concentrate on the el-
egance of her hands, the way she purifies and
presents the ceramic cups, the fall of the wide
sleeves on her peony and chrysanthemum-
patterned kimono, her deep bows and rever-
ence for age-old bamboo and iron utensils.
Atsuko’s movements are so minimal as to be
fleeting. She teaches me how to turn my tea-
cup using both hands so the “scenery pattern”
faces my companions. I must slurp the dregs
of the slightly bitter green brew to be reward-
ed with sweet potato and red bean paste can-
dies that look like little dumplings. 

“It took me more than a month to be
taught just how to correctly pour the tea,” she
says. Then with a high, tinkling laugh, reveals
her British husband is learning about Japa-

*Fares are cruise only, per person in AUD, in complete twin room as specifi  ed, based on lead categories at publication date, inclusive of all taxes, fees and port expenses (which are subject to change). View & Verandah fares are based on promo(s) NV/VV/ZV. View & Verandah ends 28 February 20. Advertised fares are available until allocation is 
exhausted and may fl  uctuate during the campaign period. Subject to availability. Offers are per stateroom based on double occupancy, for 1st and 2nd guests sharing a stateroom and exclude 3rd/4th guests, except as provided herein. Offers are available for new bookings only, are not combinable with any other discounts and are not transferable 
or refundable. Offers are applicable on select 2020 & 2021 departures. Stateroom Upgrades are available in select stateroom categories and are subject to availability of the staterooms in the higher category. Onboard Spending Money is in U.S. dollars and is non-refundable, non-transferable, not for cash value, expires at the end of that cruise, 
and may not be used in the medical centre or casino. Kids or Third/fourth Offer is based on sharing a stateroom with 1st and 2nd guests, valid on select sailings, and are based on Promo NV. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are included in all 3rd/4th offers. Reduced Deposit is valid for new bookings only and is a reduction off the standard deposit 
amount with the remainder due on fi  nal payment of the booking. Bookings made on voyages requiring immediate fi  nal payment are not eligible for a reduced deposit. Shore Excursion Offer applies only to select shore excursions on select sailings, purchased in advance of embarkation, prior to 14 March, 2020. Suite Offer: Prepaid gratuities 
(hotel service charges): Holland America Line pre-pays room gratuities on behalf of guests. Gratuities for bar, dining room wine accounts, or spa/salon services are not included. A credit card surcharge of 1.1% will apply to direct bookings made through our website or call centre. Travel agents may charge additional fees - check with your travel 
agent. Valid for new bookings and not combinable with any other offer. Offers subject to availability. To be read in conjunction with the Holland America Line Passage contract www.hollandamerica.com which guests will be bound by. Fares correct as at 4 Feb 20. Whilst all information is correct at time of publication, offers are subject to change 
or withdrawal. Carnival plc trading as Carnival Australia ABN 23 107 998 443 as agent for Holland America Line. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands. HA250.2
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1–300–987–322 or visit HOLLANDAMERICA.COM
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7-DAY VIKING SAGAS

$1,649*

Ocean-view from $2,099*, Verandah from $2,099*

3^ & 31 May; 28 Jun; 
23 Aug 2020
Nieuw Statendam

^Fares based on 3 May 20 sailing
Itineraries and pricing may vary by departure date
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St. Petersburg

Tallinn

Helsinki
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(Hamburg)

10-DAY JEWELS OF THE BALTIC

$2,949*

Ocean-view from $4,449*, Verandah from $4,449*

16^ Jul; 9 Aug 2020
Zuiderdam

^Fares based on 16 Jul 20 sailing
Itineraries and pricing may vary by departure date

ROUNDTRIP�COPENHAGEN
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Korčula

Split

VENICE

Piraeus 
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Crete

SantoríniNafplion

DARDANELLES

14-DAY TURKEY & GREEK ISLES 
EXPLORER

$3,799*

Ocean-view from $3,799*, Suites from $7,499*

8 Sep 2020
Veendam

ROUNDTRIP�VENICE

FOR EXPLORERS. FOR FOODIES. FOR MUSIC LOVERS. 
RENOWNED SERVICE. TIMELESS DESIGN. 

JOURNEY�TO
EUROPE�WITH

A�LOCAL

Choose from 500+ sailings and receive:
• Stateroom upgrades

• Up to US$500 Onboard Spending Money
• Reduced fares for kids

• 10% off select shore excursions
• 50% reduced deposit

PLUS  Book a Suite and receive 
prepaid gratuities!  


